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Shewing briefly, 


| The great Diſadvantages, Charges and In- 


conveniences that may accrue co the 


{| whole Nation in general thereby, 


Much - oyer-ballancing 


The particular Advantages that are imagined to ariſe 
therefrom ; In anſwer toa late Book Entituled, 


REASONS for a REGIST RT; 


WITH . 


Some Reaſons for a Regiſtry of Perſonal ContraQs, 
humbly offered to Conſideration. 
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REASONS 
REGISTRY 


LANDS, 


Aving ſeriouſly rented the Book, bear- 
ing the Title of Reaſons for a Regiſtry , 
&c. which ſeemed to me ſomewhat 
— z fin in the Face, but lean 
9h in tne ; peaking reat things in 
the Front., .but nothing like it in & ſucceeding 
Pages. It is a Novel, and ſo may invite many Rea- 
ders to its peruſal, and it's probable its ſpecious pre- 
tences may for a time ovyer-perſwade ſeveral, that 
it will anſwerthe Ends pretended by the Contrivers 
of itz but I hope cannot fo far corrupt any under- 
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ftanding mans Reaſon, to believe that ſuch great and} 
good eftefts can proceed from thoſe tame Caufes char. 
are there aſſerted. In his Preface the Author be- 
gins with an Invention of his own , That becauſe 
the multiplicity of Frauds, which have been pls 
about Purchaſes and Mortgages for many years laſt paſt, 
have made men weary of dealing in that Nature;and our 
Preſent Laws bemg deficient of a Remedy,the miſchief is- 
grown'to that height, &c. Cujus contrar ium Verum eſt, 
For ſince that, the ProduQts of Husbandry have had. 
a good Market, and the Banks im Zondonnotproved. 
ſo ſecure , as fometimes they were thought to be: 
Lands in the Country have not only let well to Te- 
nants, but been ſold well to Purchaſers: and more. 
eſpecially, thoſe that are held in Fee ſimple, Landsof 
Inherwance,and ſuch that are moſt obmoxious to theſe 
inconveniences,inthe Regſons for 4 Apifrx.complain- | 
ed of. Scarceany Lands within one hundred miles. 
of London offered or known. to be fold, but where: 
there is one Seller, there are two Buyers, and that. 
at as hjgh rates as. have been known for theſe fort 

years : Therefore it doth not appea: chat the Diſcals | 
s fo great anddefperate, that ſuch a ftrange, unuſual* 
and . alas: prgas Kine ata yedFor in caſe. 
there ſhout in a thouſand ſeveral Eftates .im- Fee ſim- 
ple, be one incumbred with a concealed Mortgage or: 
Entail, which is the greateftproportion Iam contident:: 


any mancan imagine there can be : ForT my ſelf am 
acquainted with the Eftates of ſome hundreds of Per- 
fons near together, and* Have not for theſe thirty 
years heard of any fecret or concealed mcumbrance 
that ever. (amongſt them). was. ſet up to the detri-- 
| | ment 


(3) 


ment of a Purchaſer : Yet in caſe it ſhould ſo hap-- 


ua; I cannot. conceive that to be a ſufficient Rea- 
n, 


to makenine hundred ninery and nine other E- 


Rates fubjeQtto ſach great inconvenienciesasa Regi- 
firy will inavoidably produce, for the ſecurity of 
one only Eſtate. ''Y ep 


And whire be ys is the fins Prefack, rhiv rhe 


Advancement of Trade is the great Concern of this Va-. 


tion ; it's true ,. but if a Regiſtry produce thoſe ef- 
feats, that he pretends it will ; Ihope to convince 


any rational man, that it will be a greater means to - 
eſſe Io 


n- than adyance Trade : Then he faith, 7har 
Trade cannot be compre advanced, but by eſtabliſh- 
ing ſs ſecure a Fund, that Money may be afely lent 
on all neceſſary occaſions , and that no other ſecurity but 
the Lands of this' Nation can eftabliſh ſuch a Fund 


A very ſtrange. Paradox, that Country Free-holders - 


Eſtates ſhould be the Fund for the ſecurity of Money 

for Merchants or -Tradefmen to trade withal, or that 

Money Gipgried about the Country on Land-fecu-- 
ity ſhouldadyance Trade abroad. Alfo heradds, . 
That the Lands of this Nation cannot become: ſuch a 

Security , bat by- 4. Regiftry ; which'is:a yery weak 
aſſertion, unleſs he means thar by eſtabliſhing ſuch” 

a-Regiſtry, no.man-will:-purcttiſe Lands, becauſe of * 


the Yoke that wil tyoapa them”, and {6 Free- 
1 to 


ſtates, to ſupply. their Neceflities, andfupport their 
Families ; Whereas now If a 


It mL Re Bath anEſtte, 
thatis in his own power to:difpoſe of (which where. 
it is-wanting, F-prefume a'Reyifter cannot ſupply) 

| e.. 


- > ——— ——— at ' 


- Way 
he may have Chapmen enough at a very good rate 
which is much better rakes ad in pw5. we wants 
har totrade withal, than to age the ſame 


for half the value at -Comman Intereit, which with 
the charges ancocing wall foon eat up his Eſtate, if 


not timely prevente 


 Inthe firſt Page of his Book, thetAuthor in the 
ſecond Paragraph faith , 7hat where there is no rule 
of transferring 4 Property in any Nation, ſave that of 
Znheritance or Free-gift, it muſt neceſſarily follow, that 
nine parts in ten in ſuch 4 Nation , muſt be but little 
better than Slaves, and wholly dependent upon the reſt ; 
ſo that let a man be never ſo ingenious and induſtrious , 
yet if he hath not the good Fortune to be born to an F- 
ftate, it is great chance if he have opportunity or power 
of acquiring one. ' 


By which any one may without all peradventure 
conclude, that the Author means that there is no ſuch . 
Rule in Z»gland, unleſs you willfuppoſe him to be 
in a. Trance, and to. conceit hiinſelf the other ſide- 
of the Narrow Seas, where it's probable there wants 
{uch a Rule,and nine parts in ten may be Slaves there : 
But here every man that is endowed with Senſe or 
Reaſon, knows the contrary, viz. That all Eſtates in 
Lands and Tenements, whether Inheritances, or for 
Lives, or.Years,.or otherwiſe, are by ſome ways or 
means transferrable : and it is as evident , that there 
isno Town in Z»elend of any conſiderable note, but 
hath produced in a few years one or more Examples 
of ingenious and induſtrious Men , that have __ 
3 8 Ne R 
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COP 1}: 
had the good Fortune to be born” to. Eſtates, yet ne- 
verthelel by their Induſtry and Ingenuity acquired 
conſiderable, -Eftates according to their Qualifi- 
cations, moſt Cities and great: Market Towns as 
bounding with ſuch like Preſidents, © | 


| After the Author hath briefly diſcourſed of the 


© Advantages which Trade brings to a Nation : In 


.3- he tells you there are two ſuppoſed princi- 

impediments of Trade ; the firſt, want of Peo- 
ple, which I am confident cannot be ſapplyed by a 
Regiſtry , nor that of diſſenters withdrawing their 
Stocks, which is his ſecond impediment, or rather 
circumftance of the decay of Trade. But in pag.7. 
he tells you, 7hat by this means we. may probably {#t- 
ply thoſe former defetts in this Nation : And firit, 
the want of '* le : For, faith he, the unſatiable love 
of 'gain will araw people from the ſtrong allure- 
ments of their own Native Countries, and that there 
will need no ſtronger invitation for all ſuch perſons , 


than by adapting our Laws to the Nature of Trade, 


and ſerving them in their Purchaſes, 8c. If the Re- 
gutter be to do all this, it will be a noble Regiſter, 

t muſt make all ftrangers Free Denizens , ſup- 
plant all Charters that lime and preſcribe Places and 
Rule for Trade (moſt convenient places for that 
purpoſe lying under that Government , ) and 
repeal or abxogate the Statute of of Zliz. which 
obligeth all Tradeſmen to ſeven years Apprentice- 
ſhip ; orelſe we muſt have greater Priviledges and 
Immunities granted to Forreigners , than Natives of 
£ngland now enjoy; andall this under the —_—_ 

) 
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of a Regiſter, when in Truth did it conſiſt with his 


 Majeſhics ſecurity and pleaſure;.an Att of Free De- 


nization, (as; hath been ſometimes propoſed) and 
lefſening the power of Corporations in eurbingTrade, 


and repealing that A& of - © of -#Lz. would with- 


out a Regiſtry invite Strangers to dwell, trade and 
purchaſe amongſt us ; for. wanr of which many of 
the meaner Sort of Forreigners daily. come over , 
and work in our Cities and great Towns, and when 
they have gotten Money, transfer it beyond the Seas 


to their own Countries, not-for want of a Regi- 


firy hore. -4:7, 535 F215 


Then he ſeems to. wave the Opinion, that leſſen- 
ing the Intereſt of Money may prove advantagi 
to Trade, and puts up a ©. 9 ofhis own , Where- 
by continuing the Intereſt of Money higher in this 


than in other Nations, it mage not draw Forreign- 

. Coin intd this Kingdom ; whu | 
conſequence, every fifteen or {ixteen-years the Len- 
der exports the value of his Principal in Intereſt 


ch would prove of ill 


only, and hath his liberty todraw off his Principal at 
his pleaſure beſides. . = 


The Author having thus premiſed, and fo firm- 
ly , as he thinks, eſtabliſhed his Foundation , in pag. 
9. begins to raiſe his Fabrick;;and propoſes the Me- 
thod of his Regiſtry to be, to make it a Law, Zhat 
all Perſons. whatſoever, who ' have or ſhall' have any 
Title or Incumbrance, that is chargeable upon any E- 
ftate Real, ſball Are the ſame by a day certain; 
or elſe the. party negleting. to Regiſter ſuch his Title 


or 
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or Zneunmbrance ſhall be concluded the ſame by all the 
ſubſequent Purchaſes, bona fide ; or to the like effect: 
The Author tells us a ftory hithertoof a Regiſtry, 
which made my expeQations great-to ſee the Mo- 
| delof it : But now-when' Ithought to have farisfied 
my ſelf with it, Ifind a very lame and umpertinent 
Form like the Reaſons themſelves. However Iwill 
endeavour to ſupply his defeQs; as near as I-can, ac- 
Z cording to his intent and; meaning, which T doubr 
is for the advancement of the Authors own Trade, 
7 he ſeeming to be: ſome ſmall PraQtifer in the Law; 
| (becauſe he quotes my Lond Coke in his firſt Inſti- 
{ rutes)) For he makes publick Proclamation, 7hat 
| allperſons whatſoever , who have or ſhall have awy Tr- 
tle or Incumbrance, that is chargeable upon any Eftate 
{| Fea/, &c. From whence may reaſonably be - con- 
| cluded , that all the Statutes, Judgements, Mort- 
gages, Warranties, Grants,-Leaſes, &c. andnot yet 
| vacated or cancelled, thathave been made, acknow- 
| ledged, ſuffered, entred into, or executed within 
memory of man, from'or by any perſon or perſons, 
Z that bicher hath been, or is-likely to be fieſed, or 
| poſſeſſed of any Lands or Tenements, muſt be Regi- 
| ſired by a day certain: Then may the Author ſay, 
as the Fly ſaid, that fat onthe Axis of the Charrioe 
# Wheel, running in'a duſty way ;: O' what a duft 7 
make ! How many Incumbrances will here be Re- 
| fired, that otherwiſe- never might have been 
$ {ctup, being (it may be) only given for collateral ie- 
$ curities, or it may be long ſince ſatisfied, but the 
z witneſſes dead, and now muſt be compounded withal, 
j before the owner can {ell or Mortgage 'his Lands 


how 
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how nog Searchers or Informers will now be pry- 
ing 1nto ſinking mens Eſtates, only to exaſperate 
their Creditos to fall upon them ? The inconveni- 
ERCIES , and fad and - lamentable- effeAts of ſuch a 
diſcovery will neceſſarily produce an hundred inju- 
T1cs to the County Proprietors of Lands, to one that 
happens now when men are quiet in their Eſtates : 
. Orelſe the party peglefing to Regiſter ſuch his Title or 
Incumbrance to be concluded, &c. By which the 
himfelf, where, or howſoever diſpoſed or qualified, | 
mult Regiſter his claim or ſecurity , he expeQs to 
reap any benefit by : I hope alſo it is intended or | 
expected, that the Cognuſor , or he or ſhe that ex- | 
ecutes ſuch Incumbrance or Title , muit alſo be pre- | 
ſent, elſe it will lye wholly in the party (gaining | 
thereby ) his breaſt to-enter what he pleaſeth : But 
you will anſwer me, that whatſoever is entred ſhall | 
not make a bad conveyance good, &c. however it 
may diſparage a Title, and incaſe he thar Enters or 
Regiſters it, may chuſe whether he will diſcover 
the Inſtrument it ſelf, whereby the Purchaſer will 
yetbeleft indoubr, whether there be reality in ſuch 
pretended Incumbrance or not : Therefore it is moſt 
tor the ſecurity of all parties , that both Cognuſor 
or Grantor, and Cognuſee or Grantee be. both pre- 
ſent at the time of the Regiſtring thereof , to 
' avoid all ſuch fallacious means, that otherwiſe will 
bedaily uſed. Then ſhould the builder of this mon- 
ſtrous-Edifice have added, that the Regiſtry ſhould 
be kept in ſome Central place , or Shire-Town of 
of the County where the Lands / En are con- | 
ecrned with fuch Incumbrances.; And that the 5-56 
1 giſter 
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giſter be a Perſon of Repute and Eſtate, andalways 


preſent; and this-would make the Regiſtry go down 
Fecaks like Amesbary Loches alive in a Glaſs of 
Wine ; but the effeQs are like to be more dange- 
rous, for methinks I already ſce a Regiſtry placed at 


| Zaſt Grinſted for Suſſex , another at /incheſter for 


Hampſbire, and another at -Salisbury for Hiltſbire ; 


and the poor old men and old women, riding from 


Harting to Eaſt Grinſted in Suſſex, near forty. miles 
through the deep clay, after the rate of tenmiles a 
day, with-their- Attorney or Sollicitor with them, 
at about forty ſhillings expence per day, to Regi- 


ſter a Mortgage for thirty or forty pound, which - 
occaſion . to take up of the 


Lender, to place out his young Son Apprentice; or 


the poor Borrower had 


to marry his Daughter z and whcn they come there, 
they muſt attend Mr. Regiſters leiſure to ſearch for 
former Incumbrances, and to. make Entry of their 


preſent Mortgagez- it may be the Regiſter may not - 
be well, or not at home, or being a great Perſon not 


at leiſure, my _ exigniry &c. But when L Rs, 
away joggs home the joyful Mortgager, for that it 
coſt Him t twelve or fourteen pound, out of his 
forty pound, and the Mortgagee that no other 
Mortgage preceded him in the Regiſtry , not re- 
garding the cold dirty December or Zanuary Journey 
of the poor old Knave that borrowed the Money. In 


a few days. after comes the two old Fathers, with- 


their Son. and Daughter, or the intended Truſtees 
out of Iſle of Fight towards Fincheſter, in the blu- 
firing weather (enough tocool the deſires of the moſt 
fond Loyers)for the Father ofthe Daughter will not 

$ B 2 part 


by, 


\ 
? 


(to) 4: | 
- with her portion , until-he hath ſearched the 
egiſtry. fo? Incumbrances on the Father of the Son's 
Eftate, and that ſettlement muſt-be there alſo en- 
tred, and here muſt be ſome preſent made for ex- 
pron there being about forty to be Regiſtred be- | 
ore this ſettlement ; and our- Clients in haſte to | 
be gone, fearing the turn of the wind, and unwil- 
Eng to protra@t fo good a work, as they are about , 

then it may be muſt they lye windbound at Sourh-. 
ampton four or five days, ere they can return,where | 
perhaps theſe poor old Men had lived from their Na- | 
tivity, and now to the hazard of their lives muſt be | 
drawn ſo remote in ſuch weather, for the conveni- } 
ency of a Regiſtry. In /#3/zſhire 1 cannot but pity | 
the-poor Free-holders of landed men, in the North } 

part of the County , that for the fale of a Cottage 
or a Field, or  mortgaging it -for tw or thirty | 
pounds. , muſt tranſit thoſe. plains in the ſevereſt | 

weather to the City of New 'Szram: But more de- 
plorable - will it be for perfons that live in other 
Counties, it may-'be two hundred miles remote | 
from their Eſtate, yer muſt theſe trot by. Sea or- | 
Land to the very places where theſe Regiſters are 
kept, to mortgage or ſell their Eſtates: And high- 
Iy will it concern the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Kingdom , they alſo being included amongſt the -4/ 
Perfees, that are to: make- theſe long Journeys to 
theſe Regiſters upon''the ſale, _—_ or ſecuring 
any part of their Eftates: So that'a Regiſtry in a 
County makes it much reſemble a Mannor, where 
all the Tenants of any Lands in that County, though: 
diſperſed throughout the Kingdom ; whether Lords. 
OZ: 


(1 
or Gentlemen;Women Old'or Young,are Suitors;for 
there is ſcarce -any County but hath Lands in-it, 
whoſe ' owners live in remote parts : In theſe in- 
tended great Mannors, the Regiſter is .to be the 


. Steward, and the Town where 1t is rrp ae : 
oun- 


the Demeafnes ; for thither will reſort all : 
ſellors, Attorneys, Solicitors and Scriveners, and take - 
up their Habitations there, to the great encreaſe of ' 
the Trade of that place, and ruine of others::. For it. 
may rationally be conceived, that Borrower and Zer- 
der , or Buyer and Seller were better go-to ſuch. 
Town ,” where the Regiſtry is kept, and have their ' 
buſineſs done there , than be at the charge to hire: 


/ a Counſellor or Solicitor to go with them: 


But Thear-it reported, that the: Bill. brought into- 
Parliament is for a Voluntary Regiſtry ,.that any 
perſon that hath any Incumbrance on any Eſtate 
may Regiſterthe ſame ; and if he doth not; then ſuch: 
his Incumbrance or Title not to precede that of a. 
Purchaſer, &#. A Voluntary: Regiſtry is a needleſs: 
thing, that I may Regiſter my Mortgage, &c. if I 
pleaſe, 'it being intended only as a Caution to the: 
Purchaſer : What neceſſity is there then that ſhould: 
go to the Regiſter,. when without: being at that. 
charge and-trouble, Imay affix'my Title or. Preten- 


| tions at the Church door of the Pariſh, where the 


Mortgager dwells, or the Eſtate lies, or a Poſt at the. 
next Market Town, wliich will-prove a ſufficient diſ- 


- paragementto the Debtor, and caution to the Cre- 
 ditor, without the vain. chargeof travelling to a Re- 


| Then: 
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- Then our Author of the Reaſons for a Regiſtry, 
anſwers the two Objections of his own making ; 
Firſt, the chargeableneſs of {uch a Regiſtry : And 
Secondly , the publick expoſure: of the private con- 
cerns of 'a Mans Eſtate by a contrivance, that only 
the Principal Heads: of fuch - Deeds ſhould- be ex- 
tracted and Regiſtred, which opens a gap for frauds, 
and gives evil minded men occaſion to ad thoſe 
- things , that otherwiſe they-never intended ; for it 
' is eaſie to frame two Deeds that may purport the 
{ame thing in the-extraQ, yet in the mainto have 
ſeveral ends and operations ; if ſo, then I may pre- 
tend to Regiſter one, and when occaſion ſerves make 
ule of the other; ſo that there can be no ſecurity in 
a Regiſtry, unleſs the whole Deedor Incumbrance 
be Regiſtred : Then what” a vaſt charge willl this 
be to-the whole. City and Country ,. let any man 
judge? 


For it is-no ſufficient Anſwer to thoſe, ObjeQtions, 
toſay that you may as ſoon diſcover theUlſes of a Fine 
or. Recovery, by Fading them a Record,- as diſcloſe 
the Uſes and Contents of Deeds, by finding it in 
the Rog: The figding of a Fine or Recovery on 
Record, being no diſcovery of the Ules of ſuch Fine 
or Recovery, and1ſo no ſatisfaQion toa Purchaſer, but 
rather yn my a doubt, whether ſuch Deed 
of Uſes ſhewn him, be the firſt Deed ſealed by the 
Cognuſor or Sufferer of the Recovery, that may 
poſſibly incumber the-Eftate z after the ame man- 
ner will it be by ſuch a minute Regiſtry, where by 
finding only ſuch few Heads , whuch in _—_ 


w}” 
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ſhrink into ſo narrow a compaſs, that although*the 
© Grantor ſhew you the very Deed, out of which ſuch 
Notes were-taken, yet may you: doubt whether it 
be the very ſame, there being a: poſſibility of ano- 
ther to have been made at the ſame time with 0- 
ther Covenants therein , not taken, notice of by 
the haſty Regiſter, or not produced unto him. 


Then may you reply, that the Regiſter may-Sign 
ſuch Deed-{o Regiſtred, whereby to diftinguiſh ir 
from all others, that have not been Regiſtred, after” 
the ſame-manner as Deeds Inrolled are-Superſcribed 
by the Officers there, which would prove: the beſt 
expedient to prevent Frauds of this Nature : Yet: 
is this way ſubje&t to the devices of crafty Men 
that may imitate ſuch Superſcriptions ,- which by 
the RY the whole Deed , may be pre- 
vented. | 


_ As to his reconciling thoſe difficulties, that at- 
tend the compelling of Perſons to Regiſter, theirE- + 
ſtates, that are not ina capacity to do. 1x- by reaſon | 
of their Infancy, being beyond Seas, ynder Covert - 
Baron, or of 0» Jane Memorie ; he ſuppoſes that ' 
Infants haveGuardians, and Perſons beyond the Seas 
have their Truſtees, that will take care uf the. con- 
 cerns of ſuch, for whom they are Guardians or 
' - Truſtees; and ſeems: to hint, that the multipticity | 
of fufferers by fraudulent Titles, which a Regiſtry 
is ſuppoſed to prevent, exceeds the / poſſibility of a 
temporary ' miſchief, that may fall oz ſome few, 
when. it 15 not / difficult to- make: appear that thoſe - 
| Perſons, 
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Perſons incapacitated by theLaw tomaketheir claims, 
are far mote in number, and greater in quality,than 
thoſethat really ſuffer through concealed Titles or In- | 
cumbrances.: And where Guardians, Truſtees, Huſ 
bands or Friends have ſo great a Latitude given to 
Regiſter, or negleft it ; anyrational man may judge 
what the event will be. _ -. TT 


And if men that have loſt their Evidences, ſhall 
have that priviledge to enter ſuch a Caveat in the 
Regiſtry, as the Author mentions, it ſhall thea lye in 
the breſt of any envious or ignorant perſon (for 
ſuch there are, that. think they have a Title to ano- 
ther mans Eſtate, when they have not)to diſparage 
any mans Title, when he is about-to ſell the ſame: 
And if any one that hath really loſt his Deeds, 
.negle& to enter ſuch - Caveat, he ſhall for ever be 


debarred. EA 


| Then pag. 17. the laid Author ſtarts agother Ob- 
jeCtion. 7 hat if all men by vertue of 4' Regiſter could 
lend their Money. upon real Security , 10 man would 
I-nd upon Perſonal : But this, he lays,is not the Intereſt 
of the Nation, that the Credit. of Tradeſmen , ſhould 
e greater than the Returns of their Trades. Yet in 
the Preface, and the former part of his Book, no- 
thing will ſerve his turn. but a Regiſtry.to promote 
the Trade of this Nation ; and that Trade could 
not be compleatly advanced, but by a ſecure. Fund 
tor the raiſing of Money for a Trade ; and that no 
other Fund would be but Lands, &c. But now, af- 
ter many fruitleſs Arguments for a Regiſtry, it ends 
| in 
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in this, that a Regiſtry will capacitate ill Hushands 
im the Country to borrow Money to waſte extraya- 

antly, and encourage all monied men to lend their 
Moneys at Intereſt on Mort, rather than ha- 


zard it on the uncertain 
Tradeſinen/ be 6ontent with what Moneys their 
Friends will. be pleaſed to lend them, that they can- 
not. otherwiſe diſpoſe of, and be content with the 
Trade of former times, when the Tradeſmen never 
wanted Creditto raiſe Money propextionable to the 


+ 


return of their Trades. 


men then would] ieir Money in Trade, when 
they could have ſo large Intereſt ; nor few would 
buy Lands, unleſs at a very low rate. The great 
' Wiſdom of our former Parliaments, perceiving the 
great inconveniencies ariſing {rom {0 high an Inte- 
reſt of Money, to the decay of Trade, and ſinking 


the ] pw of Lands,brought it to eight per cent. then | 


to 1x per cext. which every one is ſenſible how great 
an aft it hath been to Trade, and to every 
mans Inheritance ; and rather than'to encourage 
the lending of Money ſo much on Land Securities, 
tit would be much moreeonducing to the advantage 
of the' Trade of this Nation', and encreaſing the 
Real Value of the Lands thereof; if it may conſiſt 
with the pleaſure of His'moſt Sacred Majeſty, and 
both Houſes of Parliament, rather to reduce the 
Intereſt of Money to. five or four per cert. that it may 
prove more advantageous 1 any perſon to as 4 

i: is 
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B the Trade of former times, I ſuppoſe he means | 
when the Intereſt of y was wee cent. few 


%% 


ſing the 


tectſhould be good ?. 


-  Alfo the Deſigner himſelf confelſeth, pag. xg. 
 Fhat from hence it might happen , that Lauds would 
nor be ſo great 4 drug ,. if they migbt: but eafily and' 
ſafely be transferred from one to another, becauſe ma- 
ny from the health'and tranquillity of « Country life ,. 
wauld beſtow their Money and Time upon' Zands, aud 
the improvement thereof,, who at. preſent are- forced to 
employ their effetts in another Current ; and 10 would: 
endeavour-to make Lands. magnetically 'to attra&t- 
the Money from Trade into the Country-Gentle- 
mans pockets, and'yet pretends hereby to advance - 
Trade, when. rather by the lowneſs of Intereſt of 
Money, and dearneſs of Land , Men ſhould be en-- 
couraged to adventure their Money. in Trade,, 
with hopes of a good return, than to diſpoſe of it for 
fnalladvantage onLandsor Mortgages. - | 


 As-to the Clamour of-Innoyation, it is not in- 
this Cafe of ſo ſmall concern, as-the faid: Author 
ſeems to render” it : For this would: prove fo great. 
an Innovation, and ſtrike fo deep, that it would” 
make moſt” of the Laws of Z#zg/ard, that concern: 
Property, ſhake, and diſturb the peace and quiet of 
of many thouſands of ſober and well-minded cpu 

Sdn Pie: 


20 TE 
nt ain rouphout the Kindom z and wouldbe beyond 
any Preſident, there being not any Statute that &ver 
was yet made in Z-g/and, that could bepet ſo great 

a confuſion,as this neceſſarily muſt do; and cannot be 
compared to.a new Medicine fora newDiſeaſe;where 
the Phyfician, as near as he*can, gives nothing to his 
Patient, but what his Nature is able to bear, with- 
outdanger of life, be the Diſeaſe what it will : But 
here is a Venomous Medicine prepared for ſo {mall 
4 Diſtemper , that 1t threatens not -only an imper- 
fe&t cure of that”, but the generation of an univer- 
fat indifpoſition of the whole Body ; neither can this 
Aa be-made, as ſeveral others have been, probatio- 

ry for a time, that the inconveniencies may be 
diſcovered , and then to determine, if not judged 
meet to be continned, becauſe the greateſt charges, 
EXPENCEs , inconveniences and evils will happen ar- 
the firſt, and many, years will nor diſcover the 0- 
ther grand diſadvantages that may happen from 
Fes | 


*-& 


- But if the Wiſdom of His moſt Sacred Majeſty, | 
and the Parhament of Zg/and ſhall judge it con- 
venient to eftabliſh in every Market Town in Ze + 
land, a Regiſtry for all perſonal ContraQts, it might 

ably produce extraordinary - good effets; the' 
ate AQ againft Frauds 'and Perjuries, will. conduce-. 
much to: the prevention of Suits and Controverſies: 

But this Regittry much more ; for here may be Re- 


giſtred in a Book kept for that purpoſe, all Bonds, 
Bills, Articles, Contrafts and Agreements whatſo- 
ever, that concern. the payubecs of Moneys; deli> 
| | A 
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very of Goods, ſale. of any Wares or Merchandiſe, 
or any other ſergyies whatloeyer that- concern not 
Lands wy brings and here the 4 yp ives) Q 
bligee, and.all other parties concerned, or bound by - 
jon. FF; agg: may Regitter the lame, and take 
their own fſatisfaCtion, and on non-payment of the - 

Money , or non-performance .of ſuch Agreement , 

- -&c. The.Regiſters Book produced, or a Copy un- 
der the Hand and. Seal of. the Regiſter, may be a 
good Evidence , which will prevent many Suits of 
Law, for it. will be no advantage or credit for any 
one to defend a Suit at Law , where there is fo great. 


an evidence againſt him. 


The expences will be but ſinall - for it will be no 
 morechargeto enter ſuch an Agreement in the Re- 
giſtry, than it would have been to put it into writ- 
aha place, the Reglitet' being obliged to. 

ame certain Rule for has Fees.: = | 


'-» The Journeys of the parties. will-be bur ſhort , 
vis..to the next Market Town ;-and'in caſe any be 
ſick or aged, they may ſign ſuch Obligation or A- 

- greement, before fufficient and. credible Witneſſes, 
that are known to the Regiſter, that may in two or 
three days. time. repair to the Regiſter, and en- 

_ ter the. ſame under their hands. , who ſhall be 
obliged to. juſtifie the truth of the ſame, when re- 


* Here is no danger. of ach Obligation. or Agree- 
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ment to be loſt, the Regiſter or his Suctefſor be- 
ing always ready to vouch the- trath- of - the 


;  Executors may here diſcover what 'Bonds their 
Teſtators have entred into, arid ſo may more. eaſily 
fatisfie their Debts im fuch Order , as by the Law 


' The Regiſter himſelf and his Deputy, maybe 
Eefted by the Forres etl the Town, 'where 
Regiſtry is to be kept , and ought tb be per- 
ns ions there, and of Rena Integrity : 
the reaſon why there oughtto be a Deputy, is, be- 
cauſe one or the other may be fick, or on extraordi- - 
nary occaſions abſent. | ; 

This Method of . Regiſtring would prevent the 
greateſt p rep. the Suits of Law in the Kinjrlom © 
and no 1 s. or conſequences can be imagined, 
to proceed from: it, unleſs at the firſt it 'may prove 
2 little troubleſome, until-the people are acquainted' s 
with it : But the ſmall trouble: that this way will 
produce; 15 not to be compared to the' grand' incon-- 
veniences that will proceed from the other ; yet is- 
it eaſier: to be-made appear, that the conveniences 
and advantages of this propoſed Method, ſhallmuch: 
exceed what can-be imagined to be- prodyced by the: 

Now I have -propoſed a: Method' for the preven- 


tion of Frauds, Suitsand Controverſiesabout pan 
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Srray, it be.cnacted, - that ſuch a-peron 


- AL the time' of luch Punchals,, 'then ſuch an. 


= 


-ContraQs, &c. a -which. I1 .no0.man 
juſtly. aha 1, ſhall: offer my 4 nee ts by pon 
means other Frauds may. be prevented: in. Real E- 
fates, which are ſo much —— & fy the a- 
forefaid Author: 


Ic is not. uguſual, for a Main to Mong his E- 
fate for a ſmall ſum of Money mgage his ral 
the value. of his Eſtate ; - veraſbreh that; i hope in” of 
a lupply by ſome means or other, to pike: 'B- 
ſtate, and unwilling to ſell. it wholl THOSE © 
borrow: another. ſam .on-the ſame. Securii 7, OF to 
ſecure ſome other debt that he owes; all which 
may not amount .to the ole: .of the wade of his. 
Eſtate; yet may. ſacha perſ ge the equity 
of the (5 va Ao of ee Eftate,/ to T third | 
ſon, for the. ſecurity of the Sous ſum-or bt, 
making . him acquainted with the. recedent Mort- | 
gage, without any breach of honeſty :- But if ſuch. 
periogs ſhallmake a ſecond Mortgage'or Sale of the 

ame Eſtate to any zi beſides the irſt Mort Bagee 
without 'giving_-notice of the firſt Morgue 5 th 

il orkei | 
the value of the ſecond ſum, borrowed. or received, 
as aforeſaid, or ſuffer impriſonment till fatisfaQtion 
. be-made; and if it ſhall n,' that- the Incum- 
b - 0n--any Eftate ſecretly or. volun- 
rarily ſuffered. »-F/ executed by- any perlon : , to 
the value or more of ſuch Eftate, whereby a Pur-, 
chaſer ſhall be. inforced out of ſuch Eftate, or to 
compound forthe ſame, he havin no notice thereof 


CC 


a) 
<ncotobe Fedowy,and as great reaſon or iy avfor 
fs in Fer ſuch ik ms, | 


. And for that ſeveral perſons, that Kavs we: 
Statutes, or: perk Incumbrances of 
that will touch ,.' or - concern -their 'E- 
re, o keep the ame Kor, until fuch time- as- 
nc fold his Eftate, and is dead or be-- 
yond Sea; andthen ſer up ſuch Incumbrances againft* - 
the Purchaſer, that knew nothing of it :: ek 
may there be. an A& made to limit ſuch Incum-- 
brances to a certain time ,: and wholly to exclude- 
them, where. they know , or - had notice: of fach- 
Purchaſes, and would not come in. before (perſons. 
capacitated'to-be Arby» which: being dane, 
would prevent.me moſt of thoſe fewr Frauds'that 
GXETC of on-R . es, Pg: = t wn d often- 
repeated wayi.of a: Reg S'N ng. 
gn all- Rational; and Underſtanding: Perſons: 
_ will conclude, that thoſe Reaſons - propofed* for a 
Þ for-Lands, are very. lame and \defigilent; 
that ſuch a Regiſtry would prove deſtryiQtive 
to oth 'more-than-it. could be capable'of- relicving;- 
and that notwi the ſpecious pretences of | 
advancing. the Trade of the Nation, yet-that it 
cannot in any wiſe conduce: thereunto , 'but rather: 
the contrary ,as hath been made appear: 


And that the Regiſtry here propoſe, : for this 
aſcertaining of all perſonal Contrafts,-and the pre-- 
frving them, muſt undoubtedly be.of greatuleand 
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ments of three Books, Printed for | 
rrel, at the Golden Ball, under 


LL, D. Sold by C: os ah 
Fleet: rect. 
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